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Amendments to the Claims: 

A complete listing of all claims is presented below. 
5 1-11. (Canceled) 

12. (Original) A method of endoscopic surgery with a cannula including a dissection 
probe positionable thereon and including a lumen for receiving an endoscope therein, the method 
comprising: 

1 o assembling an endoscope within the lumen of the cannula for rotation of the 

cannula relative to the endoscope at substantially fixed axial orientation relative to the 
cannula to provide visualization from a distal end of the cannula; 

supporting the dissection probe on the cannula for rotation and translation relative 
thereto and in eccentric orientation relative to visualization through the endoscope, with 
1 5 the dissection probe near the distal end of the cannula; 

inserting the distal end of the cannula within a surgical site; and 
selectively rotating the cannula relative to the endoscope received therein, and 
selectively rotating and translating the dissection probe relative to the cannula for 
selectively positioning the dissection probe within the surgical site in visualization through 
20 the endoscope. 

13 . (Original) A method of endoscopic surgery with a cannula including a first lumen 
for receiving an endoscope therein, and a second lumen for receiving therein and endoscopic 
instrument having an operative tip ? the method comprising: 

25 assembling an endoscope within the first lumen of the cannula for rotation of the 

cannula relative thereto at substantially fixed axial orientation relative to the cannula to 
provide visualization via the endoscope near a distal end of the cannula; 

supporting the endoscopic instrument on the cannula for rotation and translation 

2 
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relative thereto and in eccentric orientation relative to visualization through the 

endoscope, with the operative tip of the endoscopic instrument near the distal end of the 

cannula; 

inserting the distal end of the cannula within a surgical site; and 
5 selectively rotating the cannula relative to the endoscope received therein, and 

selectively rotating and translating the endoscopic instrument relative to the cannula for 
selectively positioning the endoscopic instrument within the surgical she in visualization 
through the endoscope. 

10 14. (Canceled) 

15, (Previously presented^ A method of endoscopic airggry with a cannula including 
an endoscopic instrume n t, having an operative tip supported by the cannula for selectable 
positioning thereon and including a lu m en f o r r ece i ving an endosco pe therein, ftfi method 
comprising: 

assembling an en t^ff™T p within t he lumen of the cannula for rotation of the 
c annula relative to the endoscope at substantially fixed axial orientation relative to the 
cannula tn provid e visnali ration from a distal en d of the cannula: 

supporting the endoscopic instrument on the cann ula for movement relative 
thereto and in eccentric orientation relative to the endoscope, and with the oper ative tip 
disposed near the distal end of the cannula; 

inserting the distal end of the cannula within a surgical site: and 
selectively rotating the cannula relative to the endoscope re ceived therein, and 
selectively positioning the endoscopic instrument relative to the cannula for manipulating 
the operative tip within the surgical site in vis na1i7 f ation through the endoscope^ 

16-28. (Canceled) 
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29. fNewfr The method of claim 12. wherein the dissection prob e comprises a vessel 

mqagin g tool, and the method includes engagin g a vessel with , thfi vessel e n gaging tool in view of 

the endoscope. 

5 30. (Ne w) The method of claim 13, wherein the operative tip of the endoscopic 

instrument comprises a tissue dissector, and wherein the method i ncludes dissecting tissue with 
the operative tip in view of the endoscope. 

31. ( New) The method of claim 13. wherein the operative tip of the.jaida5£gm£ 

10 i nstrument comprises a vessel en ga ging to ol and the method includes engaging a SSSSfi! whh the 
vessel engaging tool in view of the endoscope. 

32. fNew) The method of claim 15. wherein the endoscopic instalment is positioned, 
with respect to the cannula bv rotating the endoscopi c instrument relative to the cannula. 

15 

33. fNew) The method of claim 1 5. wherein the oper ative tip of the endoscopic 
instrument comprises a tissue dissector, and the method include$ _ dissecting tissue wi th the 
operative tip in view of the endoscope. 

20 34. fNew> The method of claim 15- wherein the cannula furth er includes a lumen for 

receiving an elongated control rod of the endoscopic instrumenL 

35. (New) The method of claim 34, wherein the elongated control rod is located 
ec centrically with respect to a central axis of the cannula. 

25 

36, (Newl The method of claim 15. wher ein the operative tip of the endoscopic 
instrument comprises a vessel engaging tool and the m ethod includes engaging a vessel with the 
vessel engaging tool inview of the endoscope. 

4 
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37. fNew^l A method of endoscopic surgery, comprising; 

pr oviding an elongated cannula haying a lumen extending to a distal end thereof; 
providing an endoscope within the lumen of the cannula^ a distal end of the 
5 e ndoscope extending into proximity with the d istal end of the cannula 

providing an endoscopic instrument having an o perative tip comprising a partial 

ring; 

supporting the endoscopic instrument on t h e cannula for tra nslation thereon 
between an extended position a nd a retracted_position relative to t h e cannula; 
10 i nserting the distal end of the cannula within a surgical site; 

translating the endoscopic instrument into its extended position where the partial 
ring extends bevond the distal end of the cannula in view of the endoscope; and 

translating the endoscopic instrument into its retracted posi tion where the partial 
ring resides about a distal end of the endosco pe out of view of the endoscope, 

15 

38. fNew^ The method of claim 37. farther including rotatablv supporting the 
endoscopic instrument on the cannula, 

39. f New> The method of claim 37. wherein the partial ring c omprises a tissue 

20 dissector, and wherein the method includes dissecting tissue with the partial ring in view p f the 
endoscope. 

40. (>W> The method of claim 37. whereinthe partial ring comprise s a vessel 
engaging tool and the method includ es encaging a ve^ el with the p artial ring in view of the 

25 endoscope. 

41. fNew^ The method of claim 37. wherein the_cannula further includes a lumen for 
receiving an elongated control rod of the endoscopic instrument. 

5 
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42, (New) The method of claim 41 . wherein the elon g ated control rod is located 
eccentrically with re spect t o a central axis of the cannula, 

5 43. (NeW) The method of claim 37. further including: 

providing a fluid seal associated with the cannula through whi ch the endoscope 
passe s; and 

insufflating a working cavity at th e su rgical site. 

10 44. (Newl The method of claim 37. wherein th e distal end of the endoscope is 

recessed within the distal end of the cannula. 

45. (New) A system for endoscopic surgery, comprising: 
an elongated cannula haying a lumen extending to a distal end: 
an endoscope within the lumen of the cannula, a distal end of the endoscope 

extending into proximity with the distal end of fog ffmnnlq 

an endoscopic i nstru ment having an operative tip comprising a partial ring: 
wherein the endoscopic instrument is supported on the cannula for translation 
thereon between an extended position where the partial ring extends beyond the, distal end 
of the cannula in view of the endoscope, and a retracted position where the partial ring 
resides about a distal end of the endoscope disablingQ ut of view of the endoscope. 

46. (New*) The system of cl ai m 45. wherein the endosc opic instr ument is rotatablv 
su pported on the cannula. 

25 

47. (New) The sys t em of claim 45, wherein the partial ring comprises a tissue 
disseflgr, 

6 
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48. fNevv) The system of claim 45. wherein the partial ring comprises a ve ssel 
engaging tool. 

49. (New) The system of claim 45. wherein the lumen that receives the endoscope is 
5 eccentric with respect to a central axis of the cannula. 

50. (New) The system of claim 45. further including; 

a fluid seal associated with the cannula throu g h which the endoscope passes to 
enable insufflation of a working cavity at a surgical site. 

10 

51. (New) The system of claim 45. wherein the distal end of the endoscope is recessed 
w ithin the distal end of the cannula. 

52. (New) The system of claim 45, wherein the endoscopic instrument comprises an 
15 elongated control rod received within a l umen of the cannula. 

53. (New) The system of claim 52. wherein the elongated control rod is located 
eccentricall y wit h respect to a central axis of the cannula. 



7 
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